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ABR/^AM  LIUGOLN  A3  THIC  G^.EMANS 

maxvmD  him 


-  ADBHSSS  - 

Delivered  at  St)rii3gf ield.   111., 
Peljruary  12th,   1913. 


By 

GOUHT  J.  B^HNSTOI^PF 
German  Ambassador  to  %^ 
United  States . 


When  Goethe  had  attained  a  very 
high   age  and  had  reached  the  summit 
of  his  fame,  the  witty  and  sarcastic 
remark  was  once  made  with  regard  to 
him,  that  even  Cicero  would  not  have 
"been  sufficiently  im-^udeat  to  deliver 
a  -panegyric  on  auch  a  n^n.  This  re- 
mark would  seera  to  axvoly   to  me  if  I 
ventured  to  eulogize  Abraham  Lincoln 
"before  a  representative  £issembly  of 
Americans,  who  are  imich  Ttore  familiar 
with  the  history  of  this  gr'=?at  hero 
than  I  am.  All  the  more  so  f*s  I  have 
not  the  least  claim  to  haing  a  Cicero 
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when  I  speak  in  a  lan^ua^^e  which  is 
not  my  own  and  to  the  beauty  of  i«^ich 
I  qannot  do  full  jTjstice.  As  you, 
however,  have  "Honored  me  "by  aekin^;  me 
to  speak  at  this  snniTersary,  I  will 
venture  to  raake  a  few  rsmarks  on 
Abraham  Lincoln  as  he  apT>eared  to  the 
G-ermans  of  hie  day  and  of  the  later 
generations.  The  election  of  Lincoln 
in  1860  was  a  T>roduct  of  the  -riovement 
largely  supported  by  the  citizens  of 
Genmn  birth  -  nd  extraction,  that  had 
led  to  the  foundation,  four  years 
previous,  of  a  new  national  party. 
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Lincoln's  personality  as  shown  in  his 
honesty  of  -nurpose,  the  co-irage  of  his 
convictions,  ajaid  last  hut  not  Itast, 
hy  his  hig  heart,  irhose  every  throh 
was  for  the  whole  people,  strongly 
atr-^ealed  to  the  German  sent  indent . 
At  this  day,  as  we  look  back  to  the 
time  of  Lincoln  and  recall  the  trials 
^ith  which  he  was  confronted  and 
which  he  successfully  overcama,  we 
can  realize  wha.t  a  strong  laan  he 
wa«.  He  was  a  'bom   leader,  in  truth 
the  savior  of  your  conntry.  fnou^ 
he  nnist  often  have  been  at  the  end.   of 
his  resoijirces,  he  always  displayed  an 
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inspiring  confidence,  and  in  him  was 
highly  developed  that  raj*e  characteristic 
of  winning  men* to  his  side.  Such  a  hero 
would  natxirally  have  a  strong  attraction 
for  the  Araerican  citizens  of  German  birth 
of  his  time,  most  of  whom  »  I  need  only 
mention  the  greatest  among  them,  Carl 
Schurz  -  were  so  consumed  trith  the 
passion  of  liberty  that  they  came  here 
in  search  of  freedor::i,  after  the  ^litical 
movesa«nt  of  1848  had  failed  to  f^ive   our 
own  nation  the  unity  and  literal  Insti- 
tutlone  which  we  now  enjoy.  It  will 
always  he  a  proud  boast  of  the  /imerican 


-  4  - 


citizens  of  Carman  extraction  tlx-t   in 
their  ancestor?  the  iianortal  Lincoln 
had  as  strong  sut)T»ort«rs  ae  ever  cham- 
pioned the  cause  of  a  leader. 

Whea  Lincoln  had,  to  use  his  own 
words ,   to  accerjt  war  for  a  worthy  sub- 
ject, he  found  the  same  sttpriort  on  the 
part  of  the  Americans  of  Crerman  birth. 
Pxiring  the  Civil  War  there  were, 
according  to  the  records  of  the  American 
Sanitary  Connnission,   187,158  Grsriasns, 
bom  in  G-erm^iiy,   enlisted  in  the 
different  regiments  of  the  Northern 
Str'^tes,     When  Abraham  Lincoln  called 
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on  Missouri  for  her  qtiota  of  soldiers, 
the  Governor  replied  defiantly,  that 
Missouri  never  wcild  furnish  soldiers 
to  fight  her  sister  states.  But 
that  Crovernor  hac  overlooked  the  fact 
that  long  hefore  the  onthrealc  of  the 
Rebellion  the  Germans  in  St.  Louis 
and  other  laces  ^  had  drilled  the 
members  of  their  athletic  clubs  in 
the  manual  of  anr«  f cr  the  defense  of 
the  Union*  Their  strength  and  their 
influence  saved  I-issouri  for  the  Union, 
At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  Missouri 
had  contributed  irore  sol-iiers  to  the 
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Horth«ra  Array  then  fesEacimsetts,   the 
80-called  rock  of  imti-Slaverjr.     I 
recant ly  read  with  gr«at   i-^leasure  the 
vivid  descrir-tion  which  Mr.  Winston 
Churchill  ha?  given  of  this  episode 
of  the  Civil  War  in  his  brilliant  novel, 
**irh«  Or  is  is.'* 

In  aetin.^  as  they  did,   these 
Germans  only  showed  the  s-.^ina  sentiments 
which  were  nrevalaat  in  their  old 
home.     The  iiifluence  of  such  !iien  -.s 
Lleher  and  the  f  £  ct  of  a  ^eririan  emi^rra- 
tion  to  Ar^erica  of  a  hi^ily  latellectual 
quality  since  1843  were  circomet^nces 
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"undoubtedly  influential  in  fjstp'olishing 
in  the  mother  co^mtry  syicpathy  for  the 
northern  cause.     Andrew  D,  w"hite,   the 
distin^ished  Ambas?»^dcr  to  Oersiany  on— 
his  visit  to  13-urope  t.t  thrt  timo  foimd 
friends  among  all  classes  of  Gormans, 
In  one  of  his  later  -public  speeches 
he  said:      ♦♦Of  on©  thing  I  than  -ind 
always  reminded  uy  hearors  -  naaely, 
that  dtiring  onr  Civil  Ivar,    -^len  our 
national  existence  wa?  trai'Tblin^  in 
the  balance  and  ciir  foreign  friends 
were  few,   the  Qermixu  press  and  people 
viire  steadily  at  ovr  «!ide,     C^erraans 


-  8 


everywhere  recogni'^sd  the  rsel  question 
at   issue  in  the  Americ^^ji  straggle. 
Everywhere  on  5erniaa  soil  tras  a  dee^ 
detestation  of  htonan  bondage. 
Frankfort-on-the-l^in  tscame  a  raost 
heneficial  center  of  finaoicial  influ- 
ences,  and  from  the  first   co  last  Genmjuy 
stood  firmly  "by  us. 

Germany  gave  not  cnly  her  syBroathy, 
"but  her  gold,    in  defense  of  the  Union 
and  the  -^•'jrchase  of  United  States  "bonds 
in  the  G-eraian  financial  centre?  cootri- 
"buted  very  largely  torard  sust'-ining  the 
Union  in  the  long  stna^gle  which  the 
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Grovernment  was  forced  to  mke  against 
the  -jowtrful  Southern  Confederacsy. 

What  the  &3rn3ans  aaost  admired  ia 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  what  I  helieve 
made  "him  the  greatest  leader  in  the 
greatest  crisis  of  your  national  life, 
was  that  in  him  »The  n.^tiTe  hue  of 
resolution"  was  not  "siqkled  o'er 
with  the  T>ale  cast  of  thought.'* 

He  did  not  indulge  in  the  delu- 
sion, that  the  Union  could  he  aoaln- 
tained  or  restored  without  a  conflict 
of  arms.  Although  he  ahnorrsd  war 
for  any  -nurnose,  the  firmness  of  his 
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moral  courage  enaTDled  him  to  take  the 
great  rest^onsibility  of  leading  the 
nation  into  a  war  for  "anion  and  freedom 
and  through  weary  y^rs  of  alternating 
success  and  disaster.  He  did  not  waver 
for  a  moment  when  maxiy  ant i- coercion 
meetings  were  held  and  a  cry  for  -neace 
at  any  Thrice  arose  on  all  sides.  The  ~ 
confidence  he  felt  he  expressed  in  the  . 
words:   '^Let  us  have  the  faith  that 
right  makes  might  and  in  that  faith 
let  us  to  the  end   do  our  duty  as  we 
understand  it.** 

In  our  days  there  is  a  strong 
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peac«  movement  sweeping  over  all  conn- 
tries,  and  who  will  deny  that  it  seems 
a  beautiful  idea  to  save  the  world 
forever  from  the  mighty  scourge  of 
war.  On  the  other  hand,  we  mast  not 
forget  that  T>eace  should  never  "be 
bought  at  the  price  of  sacrificing 
our  ideals.  There  is  always  a  danger 
that  we  might  regard  material  pros- 
perity as  our  chief  aim  and  object. 
Svery  man  should  be  ready  to  give  l^is 
life  for  somethiiig  beyond  his  selfish 
interests.   I  have  often  heard  it 
said  at  r^ace  meetings  th  t  all  the 
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wars  in  the  course  of  history  could 
have  been  prevent ed  if  the  leaders 
of  the  nations  had  been  more  filled 
with  the  milk  of  hoxtsBJi   kindness  when 
they  a-pproaehed  the  qaestioiiS  at 
issue.   Seldom  has  any  of  the  ralers 
of  men  been  ^re  kind-hearted  than 
Abraham  Lincoln,  He  hated  to  see  ecQ:^^ 
creature  stiff er,  and  nevertheless  he 
was  under  the  moral  obligation  to 
decide  for  war  instead  of  peace.  He 
felt  and  said  that:  how  the  question 
of  slavery  ^as  decided  '^did  not  mean 
much  to  a  laan  of  fifty,  but  a  great 
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deal  to  the  posterity  of  the  people 
in  all  coming  time,  because  thciight- 
ful  men  mast  feel  tliat  the  fate  of 
civilization  in  this  country  was 
involved  in  the  issue  of  the  contest." 

The  unity  of  your  nation  could 
not  have  Veen  maintained  without 
war,  just  as  90  years  "before  the 
colonies  could  not  have  gained 
their  independence  without  fitt- 
ing. 

The  history  of  rr^  own  country 
tells  the  same  tale,  Religirus  free- 
dom in  Germany  would  not  have  haeai 
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won  if  the  nation  had  not  "been  ready- 
to  sacrifice  its  rsiterial  prosperity 
during  the  thirty  years  of  one  cf  the 
most  terrible  wars  of  ail  history. 
Likewise  the  imity  of  the  aermaa 
na,tion,  v^ich  had  bsen  its  constant 
hope  and  ideal  for  nearly  100  years, 
could  never  have  hean  restored,  if 
the  T>eot>le  had  not  been  ready  to 
suffer  the  terrible  ordeal  of  t>j:ee 
wars  in  1S13,  13GC  and  1870.  The 
craving  of  the  soul  of  the  (yerman 
iiation  for  unity  ie  the  last  but  not 
least  reason  I  should  mention  which 
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influenced  our  tjeople  in  their  synpathy 
with  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  ^^licy* 
In  those  days  the  United  States 
was  represented  in' Berlin  hy  r^aor^e 
Bancroft,  one  of  your  ^Tiost  emsjient 
historians  and  statesraen.      It  is  a 
great  -oleasure  to  read  the  exceedingly 
interest irjg  letters  he  wrote  fi'om 
Berlin,    the  iftost  significant  of  which 
have  been  published  not  long  ago, 
B«ncrof  t  brought  a  true  si^-mpathy  and 
ttader standing  to  the  obserration  sad 
to  the  direction  of  the  relations  with 
Germany.     His  attitude  assured  him  a 
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cordial  acceptance  in  Berlin,  he  was 
received   "nto  the  inner  clrcl^^^e  of 
scholarly  social  and  ^ political  life, 
and  formed  habits  of  frienishir^  with 
Bisisarck  pnd  Moltl?®,     The  '^oliticsl 
sittiation  of  "Siitods  was  stich  that 
Baaaroft  rs^^^^rded  the  jnitTiri^ja 
tendencies  in  both  co-oat rias  as 
correlating.     In  one  letter  he  writes: 
The  inhabitants  of  Gertsany  are  tho- 
roughly friendly  to  -as.     And  w<3ll 
they  nay  he.     But  for  the  tritEiph 
of  the  Unic^n  in  An^rica,   it  co   Id 
not  have  succeeded  in  Genrtuiy. 
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Again  and  again  Bancroft  states,  that 
Bisinarck  and  the  King  were  true  to 
the  Union  during  the  Civil  Wat  &ad 
averse  to  any  recognition  of  the 
ind©T3end  ence  of  the  Southern  Confed-ar- 
acy,  ^enever  such  ^ro-nosals  wero  T7?it 
forward  from  other  quarters.  In 
another  letter  we  hear  that  Moltke  said 
to  Banoroft:   "The  Arnericans  at  least 
are  truly  our  friends  ••♦   Under  :.  later 
date  Bancroft  tells  us  cf  a  dinner  he 
gave  the  day  of  the  lnau^':uration  of 
General  Grant  as  President  cf  ths 
United  States,  Bismarck  was  among  the 
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guaets  and  held  a  short  speech.  After 
referring  to  the  times  of  fred^ricl^ 
the  Great,  Bisnarck  coiotinued:  *^At 
to  the  stib sequent  relations  "bet'^^eexi 
the  two  countries,  it  gives  me  the 
greatest  pl^asiire  to  he  ahle  to  sta.te 
as  a  fact  not  only  from  xny   personal 
•xperience  as  a  minister  of  Prussia, 
but  from  the  archives  of  its  history", 
that  the  cordial  understanding,  mo 
haprkily  inaugurated  hy  Washington  aad 
Frederick,  has  never  suffered  even 
th»  slightest  jar.  Not  only  has  no 
difficulty  ever  arisen  between  the 


-  19  - 


two  chantries,  nothing  has  ever 
occurred  "between  them  which  so  mach 
as  called  for  an  exr^lanatlon.'* 

I  will  close  S3y  address  with 
the  farveat  wish,  that  such  relations 
of  friendship  het^een  our  two  coun- 
tries may  always  continue. 
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